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Welcome to our Internat ional  Curr iculum Options Booklet .  As you cons ider  your opt ions  

a t  Repton Dubai ,  we are p leased to present  the Internat ional  Bacca laureate Diploma 

Programme (IBDP),  a  g lobal ly  recognised and enr iching educat ional  journey.  As you s tand 

at  the s tar t  of  your Sixth Form educat ion,  we are exci ted to introduce you to the 

comprehens ive and trans format ive opportuni t ies  that  the IBDP offers .  

The IBDP i s  a  unique and r igorous two-year  programme des igned to cul t ivate inquis i t ive 

minds ,  g lobal  perspect ives ,  and a  hol i s t ic  approach to learning.  Through a careful ly  curated 

combinat ion of  subject s  and core components ,  the IBDP empowers  s tudents  to become 

l i fe long learners ,  cr i t ica l  th inkers ,  and respons ib le  g lobal  c i t izens .  

Within thi s  opt ions  booklet ,  you wi l l  d i scover the nature of  the IBDP, where academic 

excel lence i s  integrated with creat iv i ty ,  act iv i ty ,  service,  and the development of  key ski l l s  

such as  research,  communicat ion,  and intercul tura l  unders tanding.  Our commitment to 

fos ter ing an internat ional  mindset  and nurtur ing wel l-rounded individual s  se t s  the IBDP 

apart  a s  a  beacon of  hol i s t ic  educat ion.  

Each sect ion provides  deta i led ins ights  into the s ix subject  groups ,  Theory of  Knowledge 

(TOK) Extended Essay,  and Creat iv i ty ,  Act iv i ty ,  Service (CAS),  ensur ing that  you gain a  

comprehens ive unders tanding of  the program's  s t ructure and i t s  impact  on your personal  

and academic growth.

Choosing the IBDP i s  not  jus t  se lect ing a  course of  s tudy,  i t  i s  about embracing a  

phi losophy that  t ranscends t radi t ional  boundar ies ,  encouraging you to explore,  quest ion,  

and contr ibute meaningful ly  to the world around you.  Our dedicated team of  educators  i s  

here to support  you as  you embark on thi s  inte l lectua l  and t rans format ive journey.  
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The IB Diploma Programme (IBDP) i s  an academica l ly  r igorous ,  ba lanced and hol i s t ic  

programme of  s tudy that  prepares  s tudents ,  aged 16 to 19,  for  success  a t  univers i ty  and l i fe  

beyond.  I t  has  been des igned to addres s  the inte l lectua l ,  socia l ,  emotional  and phys ica l  

wel l-being of  s tudents .  The programme has  ga ined recognit ion and respect  f rom the 

world’ s  leading univers i t ie s .

The Internat ional  Bacca laureate Organisa t ion (IBO) a ims to develop inquir ing,  

knowledgeable and car ing young people who help to create a  bet ter  and more peaceful  

world through intercul tura l  unders tanding and respect .  IB programmes encourage s tudents  

to become act ive,  compass ionate and l i fe long learners  who unders tand that  other  people ,  

with their  d ifferences ,  can a l so be r ight .  They incorporate key Approaches  to Learning 

within their  curr iculum. These are del iberate  s t ra tegies ,  sk i l l s  and at t i tudes  that  permeate 

the teaching and learning environments .  They are inter twined with the IB learner  profile ,  

a l lowing s tudents  to learn and learn ‘how’ to learn,  a t  the same t ime as  a s s i s t ing them with 

preparat ion for  the next  s tage of  their  l i fe  journey.

The IBDP i s  a  course which offers  academic r igour,  genuine breadth and coherence,  and 

a ims to develop ini t ia t ive and resourcefulness .  We l ive in a  world of  g lobal  economies  and 

communicat ions ;  s tudents  who wi l l  be par t  of  thi s  world need the educat ion that  a l lows 

them to succeed in i t .

As a fu l ly  authori sed IB World School ,  we are del ighted to offer the pres t ig ious  IB Diploma 

Programme at  Repton School .  Our resul t s  have exceeded the world average points  score 

(29 points )  in a l l  of  our cohort s .  In 2015,  2016,  2018 and 2019 we achieved an average 

point  score of  34 points ;  and in 2021 we achieved our highest  ever  average points  score of  

36 points  equal led in 2022,  2023 and 2024.  

THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

6



The IB Diploma Programme i s  organi sed into 6 groups .  Students  must  choose one subject  

f rom each of  five groups (1 to 5) ,  ensur ing breadth of  knowledge and unders tanding in 

their  bes t  language,  an addi t ional  language,  the socia l  sc iences ,  the exper imenta l  sc iences  

and mathemat ics .  Students  may then choose e i ther  an ar t s  subject  f rom group 6,  or  a  

second subject  f rom groups 3 or  4.  Four or  Three subject s  are s tudied at  Higher Level ,  and 

three or  a  minimum of  two are s tudied at  Standard Level .

In addi t ion to di sc ip l inary and interdi sc ip l inary s tudy,  the Diploma Programme features  

three ‘core’  e lements  that  broaden s tudents ’  educat ional  exper ience and chal lenge them to 

apply their  knowledge and ski l l s .

The core programme cons i s t s  of  a  course in the Theory of  Knowledge (TOK),  an Extended 

Essay (EE) in the form of  a  research paper ,  and complet ion of  a  ser ies  of  act iv i t ie s  outs ide 

of  the c la s s room showing Creat iv i ty and involving Act iv i ty and Service (CAS).

THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME CURRICULUM

THE CORE

Essent ia l ly ,  TOK is  the thread which weaves  together a l l  of  the IB subject s .  Whi l s t  TOK is  

centra l  to the phi losophy of  the Diploma,  i t  u l t imate ly teaches  you to think cr i t ica l ly  about 

the or ig ins  of  and the accumulat ion of  knowledge.  Amongst  other things ,  i t  seeks  to do the 

fo l lowing:

• To help you to di scover the r ichness  of  knowledge,  and to rea l i se  how empowering 

knowledge can be.

• To examine how knowledge i s  bui l t  up,  examined,  and eva luated by individual s  and 

societ ies .

• To reflect  on how we learn – both ins ide and outs ide school  – and to make l inks  

between the academic di sc ip l ines  and our thoughts ,  fee l ings  and act ions .

• To reinforce the idea that  we have many different  ways  of  thinking,  perspect ives ,  and 

as sumptions because of  our cul tura l  and individual  pos i t ions  obscur ing the way we see 

the world.

More important ly ,  TOK encourages  you to cons ider  the role  of  knowledge in the g lobal  

community and enables  you to recognise the need to act  respons ib ly in an increas ingly 

mult i faceted society .

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK)
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HOW IS TOK STRUCTURED?

Theory of  Knowledge does  not  have a  final  examinat ion.  However ,  there i s  a  great  dea l  of  

content  to TOK, not  jus t  an obl igatory l i s t  of  topics  you have to learn.  The s tar t ing point  

i s  to think about what  we mean by the term ‘Theory of  Knowledge’  and what  we define as  

knowledge through the core uni t  ‘Knowledge and the Knower’ .

The quest ions  which underpin the course i t se l f  have engaged phi losophers  for  many 

centur ies ;  How i s  knowledge ga ined and f rom what  sources?  To what  extent  do personal  

exper ience and ideology influence our knowledge? What i s  the difference between ‘ I  am 

certa in’  and ‘ i t  i s  cer ta in’?  Can we think without language? Can fee l ings  have a  ra t ional  

bas i s ?  You wi l l  provide an answer to 1 of  35 knowledge prompts  through an exhibi t ion,  

which you di sp lay 3 object s  and expla in the connect ions  to the knowledge prompt in 950 

words .  This  i s  a  33% component of  the as ses sment of  TOK.

Next ,  you wi l l  move on to think about the ways  we gather  knowledge and process  i t .  

We explore through the opt ional  uni t s  of  Knowledge and Language plus  Knowledge and 

Technology.  Fina l ly ,  you wi l l  move on to looking at  the Areas  of  Knowledge (AOKS) and 

whether one area of  knowledge holds  greater  credence.  This  support s  the 1600-word es say 

component of  the as ses sment for  TOK, which i s  worth 66.6% of  the course .
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EXTENDED ESSAY (EE)

The Extended Essay i s  an independent research paper based on a  topic chosen by the 

s tudent  and i s  compulsory for  a l l  DP s tudents .  I t  i s  externa l ly  a s ses sed in combinat ion with 

the grade for  Theory of  Knowledge,  contr ibut ing up to three points  to the tota l  score for  

the IB Diploma.  Students  se lect  a  topic f rom within one of  the IB subject  areas  that  i s  both 

interes t ing and chal lenging to them but specific enough for  s tudents  to examine in depth.

I t  should take about 40 hours  in tota l  and may be exper imenta l  or  l ibrary based research.  A 

teacher of  the subject  of  the Extended Essay wi l l  act  a s  an academic supervi sor  and wi l l  

offer guidance and advice.  The es say i s  a  maximum of  4000 words  long.

EXAMPLES OF EXTENDED ESSAYS ARE:

• The effect  of  locat ion on the educat ional  a t ta inment on indigenous secondary s tudents  

in Queens land,  Austra l ia .

• How and why have Sylvia  Pla th in The Bel l  Jar  and Char lot te  Perkins  Gi lman in The 

Yel low Wal lpaper used inanimate object s  a s  moti f s  for  female madness?

• The effect  of  forming a  producers  group on gum prices  and incomes of  women gum 

col lectors  in the Banaskanthan/Patan region of  Gujarat ,  India .

• What makes  people recycle?  An eva luat ion of  a t t i tudes  and behaviour in the London 

borough of  Hammersmith and Fulham.

• How did the September 11th at tack on the United States  affect  the European economy?

• How does  the resonance of  different  s t ructures  of  br idge of  the same length and 

constructed of  the same mater ia l s  vary,  and how does  thi s  affect  the s tabi l i ty  of  the 

s t ructure?
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Creat iv i ty ,  Act iv i ty & Service (CAS) i s  a t  the heart  of  the Diploma Programme. I t  i s  one of  the 

three es sent ia l  core e lements  in every s tudent ’ s  Diploma Programme exper ience.  The three 

s t rands  of  CAS, which are of ten interwoven with part icular  act iv i t ie s ,  are  character i sed as  fo l lows:

As a  shining beacon of  our va lues ,  CAS enables  s tudents  to demonstra te  a t t r ibutes  of  the IB 

learner  profile in rea l  and pract ica l  ways ,  to grow as  unique individual s  and to recognise their  

role  in re la t ion to others .  Students  develop ski l l s ,  a t t i tudes  and di spos i t ions  through a var iety of  

individual  and group exper iences  that  provide s tudents  with opportuni t ies  to explore their  

interes t s  and expres s  their  pas s ions ,  personal i t ie s  and perspect ives .  CAS complements  a  

cha l lenging academic programme in a  hol i s t ic  way,  providing opportuni t ies  for  

se l f-determinat ion,  col laborat ion,  accompl i shment and enjoyment.

Al l  three s t rands  wi l l  a l low you to sa t i s fy  one or more of  the CAS e lements .  For example,  i f  

you choose to volunteer  for  an environmenta l  project ,  th i s  wi l l  meet  both act ion and service 

requirements .  I f  you wri te  about your exper iences ,  you can a l so be rewarded for  creat iv i ty .  

There are se l f-eva luat ions  and school  eva luat ions  of  your commitment to CAS, and the IBO 

monitors  s tandards .  You record your CAS exper iences  on the ManageBac porta l  where you 

reflect  on the benefits  you,  and poss ib ly other people ,  have ga ined f rom your exper iences .  

This  port fo l io may a l so inc lude photographs and any other re levant  mater ia l .

Students  must  fu lfil  the CAS requirements  in order  to be awarded the Diploma.

The CAS programme aims to develop s tudents  who:

• Enjoy and find s ignificance in a  range of  CAS exper iences

• Purposeful ly  reflect  upon their  exper iences

• Ident i fy  goal s ,  develop s t ra tegies  and determine further  act ions  for  personal  growth

• Explore new poss ib i l i t ie s ,  embrace new chal lenges  and adapt  to new roles

• Act ive ly par t ic ipate in p lanned,  sus ta ined and col laborat ive CAS project s

• Unders tand they are members  of  loca l  and g lobal  communit ies  with respons ibi l i t ie s  

towards  each other and the environment

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY & SERVICE (CAS)

AIMS

Explor ing and extending ideas  leading to an or ig ina l  or  interpret ive 

product  or  per formance

CREATIVITY:

ACTIVITY: 

SERVICE: 

Phys ica l  exert ion contr ibut ing to a  hea l thy l i fe s ty le

Col laborat ive and reciproca l  engagement with the community in 

response to an authent ic  need
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ASSESSMENT IN THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

At the end of  the programme s tudents  take wri t ten examinat ions  which are marked by externa l  

examiners .  Students  a l so complete as ses sment ta sks  in school ,  which are e i ther  ini t ia l ly  marked 

by teachers  and then moderated by externa l  moderators  or  sent  direct ly  to externa l  examiners .

The marks  awarded for  each course range f rom 1 ( lowest )  to 7 (highest ) .  Students  can a l so be 

awarded up to three addi t ional  points  for  their  combined resul t s  on Theory of  Knowledge and 

the Extended Essay.  The dip loma i s  awarded to s tudents  who gain at  leas t  24 points ,  subject  to 

cer ta in minimum level s  of  per formance across  the whole programme, and to sa t i s factory 

part ic ipat ion in the CAS requirement .  The highest  tota l  that  a  Diploma Programme s tudent can 

be awarded i s  45 points .

Asses sment i s  cr i ter ion-re la ted,  which means s tudent  per formance i s  measured agains t  

prespecified as ses sment cr i ter ia  based on the a ims and object ives  of  each subject  curr iculum, 

ra ther  than the per formance of  other s tudents  taking the same examinat ions .  The range of  scores  

that  s tudents  have at ta ined remains  s ta t i s t ica l ly  s tab le ,  and univers i t ie s  va lue the r igour and 

cons i s tency of  Diploma Programme as ses sment pract ice .

IB COURSES

IB Courses  i s  an a l ternat ive to s tudying the fu l l  Diploma Programme. For non-Emirat i  s tudents  

and those s tudents  who do not require equiva lency,  s tudents  may choose any number of  subject s  

at  e i ther  HL or SL.  These are t reated as  individual  subject  qual ificat ions .  Students  do not  need 

to meet  the requirements  of  ToK, EE and CAS.

For those s tudents  requir ing equiva lency,  6 subject s  must  be chosen,  with one subject  chosen 

f rom each group.  Students  must  choose Engl i sh,  one sc ience based subject  and Mathemat ics .  

Students  who are nat ional s  of  Arab countr ies  must  s tudy Minis t ry Arabic a longs ide their  course .  

Musl im s tudents  must  a l so s tudy I s lamic Studies  a longs ide their  course .

11



Read thi s  booklet  careful ly  and take t ime to di scuss  i t  with your parents ,  tutor  and 

teachers .  Make your deci s ions  on your opt ions  only when you are fu l ly  informed.  The 

Sixth Form team wi l l  take you through a ser ies  of  a s sembl ies  and meet ings  in order to 

as s i s t  you with your choices .

• Choose one subject  f rom each group.  Three must  be s tudied at  Higher Level  (HL) 

and three must  be s tudied at  Standard Level  (SL)

• Arab nat ional s  must  complete the UAE Minis t ry Arabic requirement

• Al l  Musl im s tudents  s tudy I s lamic Studies  dur ing IB1,  in addi t ion to their  s ix  

se lected subject s

• Whil s t  we wi l l  endeavour to ensure a l l  se lect ions  are poss ib le ,  courses  may not  be 

viable i f  insufficient  s tudents  make that  opt ion choice.  I f  th i s  i s  the case then i t  may 

be withdrawn. We wi l l  advi se  s tudents  whether a  course i s  ab le  to run or not  a s  soon 

as  the t imetable i s  constructed in August  a f ter  the re lease of  IGCSE resul t s .

• I t  may be poss ib le  to take a  mother-tongue language in group 1.  This  would be a  

se l f- taught ,  school  supported programme and would be only avai lab le  a s  a  Standard 

Level ,  Li terature course .  The school  wi l l  cons ider  offer ing se l f- taught school  

supported languages  i f  the fo l lowing are evident :

- A need to support  the mother-tongue of  a  s tudent

- The s tudent  i s  motivated and able to work independent ly to 

achieve goal s

- A tutor  in the mother-tongue i s  ava i lab le  and capable of  guiding 

the s tudent  a t  the required level

- The parents  of  the s tudent  are support ive and are wi l l ing to pay 

for  the tui t ion required outs ide school

- The s tudent ’ s  previous progres s  and at ta inment i s  such that  i t  

support s  the success  of  such an opt ion being undertaken

- Suitable  l i tera ture can be sourced in the mother-tongue language

CREATING THE BEST IB DIPLOMA FOR YOU

CHOOSING YOUR SUBJECTS
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• Candidates  should note that  specific requirements  are la id down by each department 

for  acces s  to IB Diploma courses .  The genera l  entrance requirements  are a t  leas t  a  

grade 6 a t  IGCSE. However ,  severa l  subject s  require grade 7 for  the subject  to be 

taken at  Higher Level .  I f  you are unsure,  speak to the Head of  Department .

• Higher Level  Mathemat ics  cannot be taken in conjunct ion with Higher Level  Engl i sh,  

owing to t imetabl ing res t r ic t ions .

• Remember that  you are creat ing an overa l l  Diploma Programme of  subject s  which 

support  your univers i ty  and careers  a spira t ions .  Do, however ,  ensure that  the overa l l  

programme i s  manageable and represents  a  rea l i s t ic  cha l lenge.

• Make the per fect  Diploma for  your s t rengths  and then base your careers  and univers i ty  

choices  on your Diploma,  ra ther  than the other way around.

• Don’t  make choices  based on your f r iends ’  choices ,  which teachers  you l ike or  which 

subject s  you think one ought to take – make the per fect  Diploma for  you.
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IBDP OPTION BLOCKS 2024/25

Students  wi l l  have the opportuni ty to choose one subject  f rom each opt ion block.  They must  se lect  

three Standard Level  (SL)  and three Higher Level  (HL) subject s .  Each subject  wi l l  e i ther  have three 

or four le s sons  of  teaching depending on the level  taken per week.  These qual ificat ions  wi l l  be 

s tudied a longs ide the core programme. When se lect ing courses ,  s tudents  should cons ider  the career  

that  they wish to fo l low, the subject s  they enjoy and are most  confident in and,  of  course ,  the 

subject s  in which they have been the most  success fu l .
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Please note that  opt ions  b locks  are subject  to change and subject s  may be removed i f  there i s  

insufficient  demand.

BLOCK 1

ENGLISH

LANGUAGE 

AND 

LITERATURE SL

 

ENGLISH

LANGUAGE 

AND 

LITERATURE HL

ARABIC AB 

INITIO

 

ARABIC SL

 

ARABIC HL

 

FRENCH AB 

INITIO

 

FRENCH SL

 

FRENCH HL

 

GERMAN AB 

INITIO

 

GERMAN SL

 

GERMAN HL

 

SPANISH AB 

INITIO

 

SPANISH SL

 

SPANISH HL

BUSINESS SL

 

BUSINESS HL

 

ECONOMICS SL

 

ECONOMICS HL

 

HISTORY SL

 

HISTORY HL

 

PSYCHOLOGY SL

 

PSYCHOLOGY HL

BIOLOGY SL

 

BIOLOGY HL

 

CHEMISTRY SL

 

CHEMISTRY HL

 

COMPUTER

SCIENCE SL

 

COMPUTER

SCIENCE HL

 

DESIGN

TECHNOLOGY SL

 

DESIGN

TECHNOLOGY HL

 

PHYSICS SL

 

PHYSICS HL

 

SPORT SCIENCE 

SL

 

SPORT SCIENCE 

HL

MATHS AA SL

 

MATHS AA HL

 

MATHS AI SL

 

MATHS AI HL

BIOLOGY SL

 

BIOLOGY HL

 

ECONOMICS SL

 

ECONOMICS HL

 

GEOGRAPHY SL

 

GEOGRAPHY HL

 

MUSIC SL

 

MUSIC HL

 

PHYSICS SL

 

PHYSICS HL

 

THEATRE 

STUDIES SL

 

THEATRE 

STUDIES HL

 

VISUAL ARTS SL

 

VISUAL ARTS HL

BLOCK 2 BLOCK 3 BLOCK 4 BLOCK 6BLOCK 5
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IBDP

Subject  Guidance



GROUP 1:  STUDIES IN LANGUAGE & LITERATURE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE A: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE

Through s tudies  in language and l i tera ture,  the Diploma Programme aims to develop a  s tudent ' s  

l i fe long interes t  in language and l i tera ture,  and a  love for  the r ichness  of  human expres s ion.

The a ims of  language and l i tera ture are to enable s tudents  to:

• Engage with a  range of  text s ,  in a  var iety of  media  and forms,  f rom different  per iods ,  s ty les ,  

and cul tures .

• Develop ski l l s  in l i s tening,  speaking,  reading,  wri t ing,  v iewing,  present ing and per forming.

• Develop ski l l s  in interpreta t ion,  ana lys i s  and eva luat ion.

• Develop sens i t iv i ty  to the formal  and aes thet ic  qual i t ie s  of  text s  and an apprecia t ion of  how 

they contr ibute to diverse responses  and open up mult ip le  meanings .

• Develop an unders tanding of  re la t ionships  between texts  and a  var iety of  perspect ives ,  

cul tura l  contexts ,  and loca l  and g lobal  i s sues  and an apprecia t ion of  how they contr ibute to 

diverse responses  and open up mult ip le  meanings .

• Develop an unders tanding of  the re la t ionships  between s tudies  in language and l i tera ture 

and other di sc ip l ines .

• Communicate and col laborate in a  confident and creat ive way.

• Foster  a  l i fe long interes t  in and enjoyment of  language and l i tera ture.

This  course introduces  the cr i t ica l  s tudy and interpreta t ion of  wri t ten and spoken texts  f rom a 

wide range of  l i terary forms and non-l i terary text-types .  The formal  ana lys i s  of  text s  i s  

supplemented by awareness  that  meaning i s  not  fixed but  can change in respect  to contexts  of  

product ion and consumption.

COURSE OVERVIEW: 

CONTENT OVERVIEW

WORKS READ

WORKS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN IN ENGLISH,
BY AUTHORS ON THE PRESCRIBED 
READING LIST

TOTAL WORKS STUDIED

WORKS IN TRANSLATION WRITTEN BY
AUTHORS ON THE PRESCRIBED READING
LIST

SL

STUDY OF A MINIMUM 
OF ONE WORK

STUDY OF A MINIMUM 
OF ONE WORK

4

STUDY OF A MINIMUM 
OF TWO WORKS

STUDY OF A MINIMUM 
OF TWO WORKS

HL

6

CONTENT OVERVIEW
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ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW : EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

PAPER 1 ANALYSIS OF ONE UNSEEN
NON-LITERARY TEXT

IN RESPONSE TO ONE OF FOUR QUESTIONS STUDENTS WRITE A 
COMPARATIVE RESPONSE ESSAY BASED ON AT LEAST TWO OF THE 
LITERARY TEXTS STUDIED DURING THE COURSE.

THE QUESTIONS FOR SL AND HL ARE THE SAME; HOWEVER, 
THERE ARE DIFFERENCES IN THE MARKING CRITERIA.

ANALYSIS OF TWO UNSEEN 
NONLITERARY TEXT

PAPER 2

SL HL

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW : INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INDIVIDUAL 
ORAL (IO)

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

SL/HL STUDENTS PERFORM AN ORAL ACTIVITY PRESENTING THEIR
ANALYSIS OF A LITERARY WORK AND A NON-LITERARY BODY
OF WORK STUDIED

HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL ARE AVAILABLE.

SL = IGCSE 6. HL = IGCSE 7

HL STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO 
COMPLETE A 1,200-1,500 WORD 
ESSAY ON A TEXT (OR COLLECTION 
OF TEXTS) STUDIED DURING 
THE COURSE.

ESSAY (HL)

SL HL



GROUP 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Modern languages  can be s tudied at  d ifferent  level s  depending on the level  of  proficiency 

of the s tudent  in that  language.  The programmes cover advanced text-handl ing,  ora l  

presentat ions ,  d i scuss ions  and extended wri t ing ski l l s .  Repton Dubai  offers  Arabic ,  French,  

Spanish and German.

They are s tudied through the four main language ski l l s  ( l i s tening,  speaking,  reading and 

wri t ing)  to ensure that  the s tudent  can communicate spontaneous ly ,  appropria te ly and 

effect ive ly with an audience of  the language in both fami l iar  and unfami l iar  c i rcumstances .  

This  level  of  competence i s  achieved through an unders tanding of  three interre la ted areas  

which form the bas i s  of  the as ses sment cr i ter ia :  us ing the language accurate ly in terms of  

grammar and vocabulary,  se lect ing language appropria te  to a  par t icular  cul tura l  and socia l  

context  and unders tanding how ideas  are organi sed for  appropr ia te  communicat ion.

Language ‘Ab Ini t io ’  courses  wi l l  be avai lab le  for  those with l i t t le  or  no previous 

knowledge in French,  Spanish or  German.  However ,  thi s  i s  an intens ive course which a ims 

to br ing pupi l s  to a  very high s tandard by the end of  the two years  and a  lot  of  effort  and 

dedicat ion must  be appl ied to such a  programme.

COURSE OVERVIEW: 

ARABIC, FRENCH, SPANISH & GERMAN
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CONTENT OVERVIEW

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

75%

25%

PAPER 1 (25%) - PRODUCTIVE SKILLS

*Ab Initio: Two writing tasks of 70-150 words 
 each from a choice of three.

*Standard and Higher level:  One writing 
 task of 250–400 words (Standard level) 
 and 450–600 words (Higher level) from a 
choice of three.

Paper 2 (50%) – Receptive skills - 
Comprehension exercises on three 
audio passages and three written texts

*Listening comprehension *Reading 
comprehension

Individual oral – Productive skill

Ab Initio / Standard level:  A conversation 
with the teacher, based on a visual stimulus,
followed by a discussion based on an 
additional theme.

Higher level:  A conversation with the teacher, 
based on an extract from one of the literary 
works studied in class, followed by 
discussion based on one or more of the 
themes from the syllabus.

ASSESSMENT IN GROUP 2 :   AB INITIO / STANDARD LEVEL / HIGHER LEVEL
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LANGUAGE B: STANDARD LEVEL AND HIGHER LEVEL

Language B s tudents  wi l l  focus  mainly on language acquis i t ion and the development of  the 

l inguis t ic  sk i l l s  of  l i s tening,  speaking,  reading and wri t ing,  up to a  fa i r ly  sophis t icated level .

THE COURSE

Language s tudents  wi l l  learn language s t ructures  and use these in a  range of  s i tuat ions  and for  a  

range of  purposes  which can inc lude work s i tuat ions ,  socia l  re la t ionships  and the di scuss ion of  

abs t ract  ideas .  They wi l l  a l so explore cul ture us ing a  var iety of  text s  in the language at  HL. At 

leas t  one l i terary work wi l l  be s tudied in deta i l .

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

The Language B course i s  des igned for  second language learners  with some previous exper ience 

of  learning the language.  For Modern Foreign Language thi s  i s  4  to 5 years  for  Higher Level  and 

2 to 3 years  for  Standard Level .

LANGUAGE AB INITIO

I f  a  s tudent  wishes  to learn a  new Modern Foreign Language and does  not  have a  second 

language or no exper ience in French,  Spanish or  German,  they should choose an Ab Ini t io 

course .

THE COURSE

The s tudent  wi l l  acquire a  good knowledge of  the language so that  they can engage in everyday 

conversa t ions  in a  var iety of  s i tuat ions  and unders tand and wri te  confident ly .  The course a ims to 

develop a  good command of  the grammatica l  s t ructures  of  the language,  a  var iety of  l inguis t ic  

sk i l l s  and a  bas ic  awareness  of  the cul ture as socia ted with the language.  The course a l so focuses

on everyday s i tuat ions  and aspect s  of  the cul ture re la ted to these s i tuat ions .

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

For the Ab Ini t io course ,  no previous knowledge i s  required as  thi s  i s  for  the beginner who has  

l imited or no previous exper ience of  the language.

*I f  a  s tudent  has  achieved higher than a  IGCSE 3 or equiva lent  they wi l l  not  be able  to take the 

Ab Ini t io course to comply with IB rules .

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL ARE AVAILABLE.

SL = IGCSE 6. HL = IGCSE 7

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

AB INITIO LANGUAGES COURSES ARE ONLY AVAILABLE AT STANDARD LEVEL.
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GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

The course g ives  s tudents  an apprecia t ion of  complex bus iness  act iv i t ie s .  I t  cons iders  the 

diverse range of  bus iness  organi sa t ions  and act iv i t ie s  and the cul tura l  and economic context  

in which bus iness  operates .  Emphas i s  i s  p laced on four key concepts :  change,  creat iv i ty ,  

e thics  and sus ta inabi l i ty .  Students  are encouraged to create l inks  between concepts ,  content  

and context ,  promoting a  hol i s t ic  overview of  bus iness  act iv i ty .  Students  wi l l  complete 

e i ther  the IB Standard or  Higher course with a  fu l l  unders tanding of  the core Bus iness  

Management funct ions .  They wi l l  be able  to confident ly expla in the purpose of  each 

funct ion and be mindful  of  externa l  pres sures  impact ing the role  of  bus inesses  in the 

modern and g lobal i sed world.

EXAMPLE OF UNITS

UNIT 1 :  INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

What i s  a  bus iness ,  types  of  bus iness  ent i t ie s ,  Bus iness  object ives ,  Stakeholders ,  Growth 

and evolut ion,  Mult inat ional  companies  (MNCs).

UNIT 2: HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

Introduct ion to human resource management,  organi sa t ional  s t ructure,  Leadership and 

management,  Motivat ion and demotivat ion,  Organisa t ional  (corporate)  cul ture (HL only) ,  

Communicat ion,  Industr ia l/employee re la t ions  (HL only) .

UNIT 3: FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS

Introduct ion to finance,  Sources  of  finance,  Cost s  and revenues ,  Fina l  accounts ,  

Profitabi l i ty  and l iquidi ty ra t io ana lys i s ,  Efficiency ra t io ana lys i s  (HL only) ,  Cash flow, 

Inves tment appra i sa l ,  Budgets  (HL only) .

UNIT 4: MARKETING

Introduct ion to market ing,  Market ing planning,  Sa les  forecas t ing (HL only) ,  Market  

research,  The seven Ps  of  the market ing mix,  Internat ional  market ing (HL only) .

UNIT 5: OPERATIONS MANAGEMENT

Introduct ion to operat ions  management,  Operat ions  methods ,  Lean product ion and qual i ty  

management (HL only) ,  Locat ion,  Break-even ana lys i s ,  Product ion planning (HL only) ,  

Cri s i s  management and cont ingency planning (HL only) ,  Research and development (HL 

only) ,  Management informat ion sys tems (HL only) .

COURSE OVERVIEW: 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
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PROGRESSION

Alongs ide other IBDP subject s ,  Bus iness  Management can take you on to var ious  degree 

courses .  You could a l so enter  apprent iceships  such as  those in Banking,  Reta i l ing or 

Accountancy.  Many Business  Management graduates  end up in careers  in Finance or 

Bus iness .  Banks recrui t  many Business  Management a lumni,  a s  do the c iv i l  service and 

insurance firms.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Trips  and vi s i t s  to banks and accountancy firms.

ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

35%
35%

PAPER 1:  1  HOUR 30 MINUTES EXAM
PAPER 2: 1  HOUR 30 MINUTES EXAM

30% 20 HOURS WRITTEN PIECE

TWO WRITTEN PAPERS:

ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

25%
30%
25%

PAPER 1:  1  HOUR 30 MINUTES EXAM
PAPER 2: 1  HOUR 45 MINUTES EXAM
PAPER 3: 1  HOUR 20 MINUTES EXAM

20% 20 HOURS WRITTEN PIECE

THREE WRITTEN PAPERS:

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL ARE AVAILABLE.

IT IS RECOMMENDED, THAT STUDENTS HAVE STUDIED BUSINESS 
AT IGCSE/GCSE/MYP OR OTHER EQUIVALENT CURRICULUMS.
FOR SL = IGCSE 6. FOR HL = IGCSE 7
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ECONOMICS

Economics  i s  a  socia l  sc ience that  i s  of ten descr ibed as  ‘ the s tudy of  how and for  whom we 

a l locate scarce resources  in society ’ .  However ,  i t  i s  perhaps  more helpful  to ment ion some 

of  the i s sues  that  s tudents  cover in the two years  of  s tudying Economics :

What can be done about c l imate change?

How can a  government reduce income inequal i ty?

What are the most  appropria te  s t ra tegies  for  reducing poverty in developing countr ies?

How and why might  a  country res t r ic t  internat ional  t rade?

Are mult inat ional  companies  beneficia l  for  developing countr ies?

Does government intervent ion in markets  l ike hea l thcare and educat ion automat ica l ly  

improve efficiency and access  for  a l l ?

Economics  i s  a  topica l  course and s tudents  are expected to show an interes t  in the world 

around them by reading qual i ty  news ar t ic les/ b logs  and watching re levant  programmes/ 

lectures/ TED ta lks  etc .  No pr ior  subject  knowledge i s  a s sumed and the mathemat ica l  

content  of  the course i s  undemanding.  Those who find numbers  s t ra ight forward wi l l  find 

some topics  eas ier  than those who do not ,  but  anyone who can obta in a  level  6 a t  IGCSE 

Mathemat ics  should not  be put  off.

THE COURSE

The a im of  the course i s  to provide s tudents  with preci se  knowledge of  the bas ic  tool s  of  

economic reasoning,  an unders tanding of  contemporary g lobal  economic problems and a l so 

to encourage 18 s tudents  to apply economic ana lys i s  to different  contexts .

The course i s  des igned around nine key concepts :  scarc i ty ,  choice,  efficiency,  equi ty ,  

economic wel l-being,  sus ta inabi l i ty ,  change,  interdependence and intervent ion.

COURSE OVERVIEW: 
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There are four sect ions  of  the sy l labus :

• Introduct ion to Economics :  What i s  Economics?  How do Economist s  approach the 

world?

• Microeconomics :  Markets ,  market  fa i lure and government intervent ion in markets  

inc luding

• Economics  of  the Environment (HL only) .  Supply and demand analys i s  and re la ted 

i s sues  of  efficiency and equi ty .

• Macroeconomics :  Government macroeconomic object ives  and pol ic ies .  Asses sment of  

government pol icy object ives  inc luding economic growth,  inflat ion,  unemployment and 

inequal i ty  and poverty .

• The Global  Economy: Focus on i s sues  of  t rade,  protect ioni sm, exchange ra tes  and 

sus ta inable development.  Unders tanding why countr ies  t rade;  how exchange ra tes  are 

determined and the impact  of  a  change in the exchange ra te ;  f ree t rade and trade 

protect ioni sm such as  tar iffs ,  quotas  and subs idies ;  i s sues  of  sus ta inable development,  

MNCs, t rade,  a id ,  debt ,  the IMF and the World Bank.

ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

30%

40%

Paper 1 :  An extended response paper. 
Students answer one question from a 
choice of three.

Paper 2: A data response paper including 
some quantitative questions, Students 
answer one question from a choice of two.

30%

Portfolio: Students produce a portfolio 
of three commentaries (800 words each) 
based on contemporary news articles 
l inking economic theory to a real-world 
situation. For each commentary students 
will  use a different key concept as a lens 
with which to analyse the content of their 
news article.

Two written papers:
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENT 20%

ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

20%

30%

30%

Three written papers:

Paper 1 :  An extended response paper. Students 
answer one question from a choice of three.

Paper 2: A data response and extended 
response paper including some quantitative 
questions. Students answer one question 
from a choice of two.

Papaer 3: A policy paper including both 
quantitative and qualitative questions. 
Students answer two compulsory questions.

Portfolio: Students produce a portfolio of 
three commentaries (800 words each) based
 on contemporary news articles l inking 
economic theory to a real-world situation. 
For each commentary students will  use a 
different key concept as a lens with which 
to analyse the content of their news article.

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

Higher and Standard Level are available.

It is recommended, that students have studied Economics 
at IGCSE/GCSE/MYP or other equivalent curriculums.
For SL = IGCSE 6. For HL = IGCSE 7
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GEOGRAPHY

Geography i s  a  dynamic subject  that  i s  firmly grounded in the rea l  world and focuses  on 

the interact ions  between individual s ,  societ ies  and the phys ica l  environment in both t ime 

and space.  I t  seeks  to ident i fy  t rends  and pat terns  in these interact ions  and examines  the 

processes  behind them. I t  a l so inves t igates  the way that  people adapt  and respond to change 

and eva luates  management s t ra tegies  a s socia ted with such change.  Geography descr ibes  and 

helps  to expla in the s imi lar i t ie s  and differences  between spaces  and places .  These may be 

defined on a var iety of  sca les  and f rom a range of  perspect ives .

Geography seeks  to develop internat ional  unders tanding and fos ter  a  concern for  g lobal  

i s sues  a s  wel l  a s  to ra i se  s tudents ’  awareness  of  their  own respons ibi l i ty  a t  a  loca l  level .  

Geography a l so a ims to develop va lues  and at t i tudes  that  wi l l  he lp s tudents  reach a  degree 

of  personal  commitment in t ry ing to resolve these i s sues ,  apprecia t ing our shared 

respons ibi l i ty  a s  c i t izens  of  an increas ingly interconnected world.

THE COURSE

The Geography course embodies  g lobal  and internat ional  awareness  in severa l  d i s t inct  

ways .  I t  examines  key g lobal  i s sues ,  such as  poverty ,  sus ta inabi l i ty  and c l imate change.  I t  

cons iders  examples  and deta i led case s tudies  a t  a  var iety of  sca les ,  f rom loca l  to regional ,  

nat ional  and internat ional .  Inherent  in the sy l labus  i s  a  cons iderat ion of  different  

perspect ives ,  economic c i rcumstances  and socia l  and cul tura l  d ivers i ty .

SYLLABUS CONTENT

Part  1 :  Optional  themes (SL complete two opt ions ,  HL complete three opt ions)

• Freshwater  – dra inage bas ins

• Oceans and coas ta l  margins

• Extreme environments

• Geophys ica l  hazards

• Lei sure,  tour i sm and sport

• Food and hea l th

• Urban environments

COURSE OVERVIEW: 
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Part  2 :  Geographic perspect ives  – g lobal  change (completed by SL and HL)

• Populat ion di s t r ibut ion – changing populat ion

• Global  c l imate – vulnerabi l i ty  and res i l ience

• Global  resource consumption and secur i ty

Part  3 :  HL Core Extens ion.  Geographic perspect ives  – g lobal  interact ions  (HL only)

• Power,  p laces  and networks

• Human development and divers i ty

• Global  r i sks  and res i l ience

Fie ldwork (SL and HL)

ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

35%

25%

20%

Three written papers

Paper 1 :  Geographic Themes–Students answer 
three structured questions based on stimulus 
material from a choice of seven themes, 
l isted below.

Paper 2: Based on Part 2 Core: Geographic 
perspectives – global change. Students 
answer three structured questions 
based on each unit l isted below, structured 
questions based on infographic or visual 
stimulus material and one extended question.

Paper 3 – Based on Part 2 Core extension: 
Geographic perspectives – global interactions. 
Students answer one of 
three extended answer questions.

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT 30%

Fieldwork leading to one written report of 2,500 words. 
The fieldwork is hypothesis-based and related to 
a theme in the syllabus.

28



ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

35%

40%

Paper 1 – Geographic Themes – Students answer 
two structured questions based on stimulus material 
from a choice of seven themes, l isted below.

Paper 2 – Based on Part 2 Core: Geographic 
perspectives – global change. Students answer 
three structured questions based on each unit 
l isted below, structured questions based on 
infographic or visual stimulus material and one 
extended question.

25%
Fieldwork leading to one written report of 2,500 words. 
The fieldwork is hypothesis-based and related to 
a theme in the syllabus.

The geography course has  a  compulsory field t r ip e lement which i s  of ten overseas  to col lect  

data  for  the Interna l  Asses sment

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

It is recommended, that students have studied geography at 
IGCSE/GCSE/MYP or other equivalent curriculums.
For SL = IGCSE 6. For HL = IGCSE 7

Higher and Standard Level are available.
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HISTORY

Who was respons ib le  for  the Cold War? Who was a  more tota l i tar ian dicta tor :  Castro or  

Hit ler?  Which pol i t ica l  ideas  have had the greates t  influence on the modern world? How 

have the views of  hi s tor ica l  schools  of  thought changed over t ime?

His tory a t  IB i s  about developing your wri t ing and thinking ski l l s .  I t  involves  

inves t igat ion,  reflect ion,  quest ions  and argument.  Students  learn to think independent ly so 

that  a l l  h i s tor ica l  knowledge i s  cha l lenged and reas ses sed.  Thinking can be or ig ina l ,  

creat ive and even controvers ia l .  The main thing i s  to develop ski l l s  that  make arguments  

persuas ive,  comprehens ive 

and jus t ifiable .

Not only i s  the subject  i t se l f  enjoyable but  the ski l l s  acquired are highly sought a f ter  by 

employers .  The abi l i ty  to col la te ,  organi se  and synthes ize informat ion,  to work out  

thorough responses  and wri te  convincing ana lys i s  and argument i s  paramount to many types  

of  careers  ranging f rom Business  to Law or Market ing.

COURSE OVERVIEW: 

ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

20%

25%

35%

Three written papers

Paper 1 :  Rights and Protests

Paper 2: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and 
rivalries (20th century) and Authoritarian 
states (20th century)

Paper 3 (HL) :  United States’ Civil  War: Causes, course
and effects (1840–1877)

30% Historical investigation
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ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

35%

40%

Two written papers

Paper 1 :  A document-based paper set on prescribed
subjects drawn from the 20th century world 
history topics.

Paper 2: An essay-based paper on the 20th century 
world history topics.

25% Historical investigation

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL ARE AVAILABLE.

IT IS RECOMMENDED, THAT STUDENTS HAVE STUDIED HISTORY AT 
IGCSE/GCSE/MYP OR OTHER EQUIVALENTCURRICULUMS.
FOR BOTH SL AND HL IGCSE 7 OR EQUIVALENT.
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PSYCHOLOGY

Psychology i s  the r igorous and sys temat ic  s tudy of  menta l  processes  and behaviour.  I t  i s  a  

complex subject  which draws on concepts ,  methods and unders tandings  f rom a number of  

different  di sc ip l ines .  There i s  no s ingle approach that  would descr ibe or  expla in menta l  

processes  and behaviour on i t s  own as  human beings  are complex animal s ,  with highly 

developed f ronta l  lobes ,  cogni t ive abi l i t ie s ,  involved socia l  s t ructures  and cul tures .  The 

s tudy of  behaviour and menta l  processes  requires  a  mult id i sc ip l inary approach and the use 

of  a  var iety of  research techniques  whi l s t  recognis ing that  behaviour i s  not  a  s ta t ic  

phenomenon, i t  i s  adapt ive,  and as  the world,  societ ies  and chal lenges  fac ing societ ies  

change,  so does  behaviour.

Al l  sk i l l s  needed for  the course are developed during the two year  teaching per iod.  A good 

command of  Engl i sh and confident mathemat ica l  sk i l l s  he lps  to tackle the cha l lenges  of  the 

course .  A keen interes t  in Biology i s  a l so a  recommendat ion.

THE AIMS OF THE COURSE

• Develop an unders tanding of  the biologica l ,  cogni t ive and sociocul tura l  factors  

affect ing menta l  processes  and behaviour.

• Apply an unders tanding of  the biologica l ,  cogni t ive and sociocul tura l  factors  affect ing 

menta l  processes  and behaviour to 

• a t  leas t  one appl ied area of  s tudy.

• Unders tand diverse methods of  inquiry.

• Unders tand the importance of  ethica l  pract ice in psychologica l  research in genera l  and 

observe ethica l  pract ice in their  own inquir ies .

• Ensure that  ethica l  pract ices  are upheld in a l l  psychologica l  inquiry and di scuss ion.

• Develop an awareness  of  how psychologica l  research can be appl ied to addres s  

rea l-world problems and promote pos i t ive change.

COURSE OVERVIEW: 
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DISTINCTION BETWEEN SL AND HL

There are three main di s t inct ions  between thi s  course a t  SL and at  HL.

1. The extens ions  to the core approaches  are s tudied at  HL only ( see table  above) .  This  

different ia t ion i s  reflected in paper 1 sect ion B of  the externa l  a s ses sment .

2. SL s tudents  are required to s tudy one opt ion whi le  HL s tudents  s tudy two opt ions .  This  

different ia t ion i s  reflected in paper 2 of  the externa l  a s ses sment .

3. Both SL and HL s tudents  wi l l  be expected to show their  unders tanding of  approaches  to 

research in the interna l  a s ses sment and cr i t ica l  thinking in paper 1 sect ion B and paper 

responses .  Addit ional ly ,  HL s tudents  wi l l  be direct ly  a s ses sed on their  unders tanding of  

approaches  to research in paper 3 of  the externa l  a s ses sment .  This  wi l l  cover both 

qual i ta t ive and quant i ta t ive research methods .

ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

• Biological

• Cognitive

• Sociocultural

Extensions to the core
approaches

Qualitative and Quantitative

Research

Simple Experimental Study

SL / HL

This is the core component and is 
compulsory for both HL and SL.
This knowledge will  be assessed in 
Paper 1 of the exam

HL

HL

Extension upon the Cognitive 
Approach above
Cognitive processing 
in the digital world

SYLLABUS COMPONENT LEVEL COMMENTS

Approaches to behaviour

SL / HL

SL / HL

SL pupils study 1 option and HL pupils 
study 2 options. This constitutes for 
assessment in Paper 2.
SL students answer one question in 
essay form, while HL answer two 
questions in essay form

The research methodology and its
evaluation is taught through lessons in
both the years for HL and SL.
Study for Paper 3 examination purpose
is taught to HL only. This is a 1 hour paper
externally assessed paper.

This internally assessed work is 
compulsory for both SL and HL.

• Developmental

• Psychology

• Health Psychology

Options

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

Higher and Standard Level are available.

It is recommended, that students have studied Psychology at 
IGCSE/GCSE/MYP or other equivalent curriculums.
For SL = IGCSE 6. For HL = IGCSE 7
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GROUP 4: EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES

In thi s  group of  c la s ses ,  s tudents  choose a  phys ica l  sc ience or technologica l  sc ience to s tudy.  

The goal  i s  to have s tudents  deepen their  unders tanding of  the sc ient ific method.

The exper imenta l  sc iences  of  Biology,  Chemist ry ,  Phys ics  and Des ign Technology share a  

common s t ructure:  a  core of  mater ia l  that  i s  s tudied at  both Higher and Standard Level  p lus  

addi t ional  mater ia l  that  i s  taken at  Higher Level .  The Sport s ,  Exerci se  & Heal th Science (SEHS) 

course i s  ava i lab le  a t  Higher and Standard Level .

The as ses sment pat tern i s  s imi lar  for  most  Group 4 subject s .  Wri t ten papers  a t  the end of  the 

course conta in a  wide range of  quest ions  based on theoret ica l  and pract ica l  work.  Exper imenta l  

inves t igat ions  s t retch throughout the course ,  inc luding fieldwork in some subject s ;  se t  and 

as ses sed interna l ly  by the subject  teachers ,  and subsequent ly moderated externa l ly .  As par t  of  

thi s  interna l  a s ses sment ,  a l l  s tudents  s tudying one or more group 4 subject s  must  take part  in a  

cross-di sc ip l inary Group 4 Project .

The Biology course has  a  compulsory field t r ip e lement which i s  of ten overseas .  (Please ask for  

fur ther  deta i l s  before committ ing) .

ASSESSMENT FOR BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS

Internal
assessment

ASSESSMENT HIGHER LEVEL STANDARD LEVEL

External
assessment

36% 36%

36%
44%

20% 20%

Two written papers:

Paper 1 (2hrs):  
Multiple choice questions 
on the whole syllabus, 
and data based questions.

Paper 2 (2hrs30):  
Short answer and 
extended response 
questions on the 
whole syllabus.

One scientific 
investigation, 6-12 pages 
(10 hours) - marking is 
criterion referenced 
- and a compulsory 
Group 4 Project (10 hours).  
Practical activities 
(40 hours).

Two written papers:

Paper 1 (1hr30):  
Multiple choice questions 
on the whole syllabus, 
and data based questions.

Paper 2 (1hr30):  
Short answer and extended 
response questions on the 
whole syllabus.

A scientific investigation,
6-12 pages (10 hours) 
- marking is criterion 
referenced - and a 
compulsory Group 4 Project 
(10hours).
Practical activities (20 hours).
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ASSESSMENT FOR DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Internal
assessment

ASSESSMENT HIGHER LEVEL STANDARD LEVEL

External
assessment

20%

20%

20%

20%

20%

20%

40% 40%

Three written papers:

Paper 1 :  Multiple choice 
questions.

Paper 2: Data-based and 
extended- response
questions.

Paper 3: short-answer
questions in each of
the two options studied

Three written papers:

Paper 1 :  Multiple choice 
questions.

Paper 2: Data-based and 
extended- response
questions.

Paper 3: short-answer
questions in each of
the two options studied

60 hours: design project 
student choice)

40 hours: design project 
student choice)

ASSESSMENT FOR SPORTS, EXERCISE & HEALTH SCIENCE

Internal
assessment

ASSESSMENT HIGHER LEVEL STANDARD LEVEL

External
assessment

20%

35%

25%

36%

35%

25%

20% 20%

Three written papers:

Paper 1 :  Multiple choice 
questions on the Core 
and Additional HL.

Paper 2 - Section A: 
One data-based question 
and several short-answer 
questions on the Core 
and Additional HL. 
Section B: Two 
extended-response 
questions on the Core 
and Additional HL.

Three written papers:

Paper 1 :  Multiple choice 
questions on the 
Core syllabus.

Paper 2: Section A: 
one databased question 
and several short-answer 
questions on the Core. 
Section B: one extended
response question 
on the Core.

Paper 3: Several short-answer
questions from the Options

60 hours: design project 
student choice)

Paper 3: Several 
short-answer and 
extended-response 
questions from
the Options.

Practical investigations 
and the completion of a 
Group 4 science project.

Practical investigations 
and the completion of a 
Group 4 science project.
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BIOLOGY

• How do large molecules  such as  g lucose t ravel  through ce l l  membranes?

• Why does  a  mammal ian heart  cont inue to beat  when removed f rom the body?

• How exact ly  i s  l ight  energy used to convert  CO2 and H2O to sugar?

• How does  DNA actua l ly  provide the ‘genet ic  code’?

These are jus t  some quest ions  which IGCSE leaves  unanswered.  Fortunate ly ,  IB Biology wi l l  

he lp to answer these quest ions  and count les s  others  that  you might  have asked yourse l f  dur ing 

IGCSE Biology.

The IB DP Biology course encompasses  a  wide range of  sk i l l s  which bui ld on those learned 

during Key Stages  3 & 4 which inc lude tabulat ing,  graphing,  drawing and independent research.  

There i s  a  very large content  to be covered and i t  i s  e s sent ia l  that  those who e lect  thi s  subject  

unders tand the need for  wel l-pract i sed s tudy ski l l s  and spend t ime reading around the subject  

outs ide normal  le s sons  to deepen and broaden their  contextua l  knowledge.

Biology l i tera l ly  means " the s tudy of  l i fe" .  Biology i s  such a  broad field,  cover ing the minute 

workings  of  chemica l  nano-machines  ins ide our ce l l s ,  to broadsca le  concepts  such as  ecosys tems 

and g lobal  c l imate change.  Biologi s t s  s tudy int imate deta i l s  of  the ce l l ,  the composi t ion of  our 

genes ,  and the funct ioning of  our major body sys tems.  Biologi s t s  recent ly a l l  but  completed the 

decipher ing of  the human genome, the sequence of  deoxyribonucle ic  ac id (DNA) bases  that  

may determine much of  our innate capabi l i t ie s  and predi spos i t ions  to certa in forms of  

behaviour and i l lnes ses .

In Biology you wi l l  s tudy not  only the sc ience of  l iv ing organi sms but  a l so develop a  broad 

unders tanding of  the overarching pr incip les  of  the subject .  These pr incip les  are found in the 

four bas ic  concepts  that  run through the course .  The firs t  concept  concerns  the fact  that  the 

s t ructures  present  in l iv ing organi sms are int imate ly integrated to their  funct ion.  The second i s  

the concept  of  evolut ion which i s  v iewed as  the major dr iv ing force behind organi smal  

divers i ty .  The third concept  expla ins  that  a  dynamic equi l ibr ium i s  es sent ia l  for  the cont inui ty 

of  l i fe  a t  both ends of  the biologica l  sca le  f rom the smal les t  bacter ium to the ecosys tems in 

which we l ive.  The la s t  concept  focuses  on the idea that  whi l s t  many molecules ,  processes  and 

s t ructures  are common to many organi sms,  these organi sms are nevertheles s  of  such a  

mind-blowing divers i ty  a s  to make their  d i rect  compari son a lmost  imposs ib le  to begin.
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A var iety of  topics  are s tudied at  Standard and Higher Level .  Unit s  s tudied inc lude:  Cel l s ,  

Biologica l  Molecules ,  Genet ics ,  P lant  Biology,  Human/animal  Phys io logy,  Ecology and 

Evolut ion,  Respira t ion and Photosynthes i s  and Nucle ic  Acids .

THE COURSE

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

HL - minimum of grade 7 at IGCSE; SL - minimum of grade 6 at IGCSE.

Higher and Standard Level are available.
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CHEMISTRY

Chemistry i s  an exper imenta l  sc ience that  combines  academic s tudy with the acquis i t ion of  

pract ica l  and inves t igat ional  sk i l l s .  I t  i s  of ten ca l led the centra l  sc ience,  a s  chemica l  

pr incip les  underpin both the phys ica l  environment in which we l ive and a l l  b io logica l  

sys tems.  Apart  f rom being a  subject  worthy of  s tudy in i t s  own r ight ,  chemis t ry i s  a  

prerequis i te  for  many other  courses  in higher educat ion,  such as  medic ine,  b iologica l  

sc ience and environmenta l  sc ience,  and serves  a s  useful  preparat ion for  employment.

Earth,  water ,  a i r  and fire are of ten sa id to be the four c la s s ica l  e lements .  They have 

connect ions  with Hinduism and Buddhism. The Greek phi losopher Pla to was  the firs t  to 

ca l l  these ent i t ie s  e lements .  The s tudy of  chemis t ry has  changed dramat ica l ly  f rom i t s  

or ig ins  in the ear ly  days  of  a lchemis t s ,  who had as  their  quest  the t ransmutat ion of  

common meta l s  into gold.  Al though today a lchemis t s  are not  regarded as  being t rue 

sc ient i s t s ,  modern chemis t ry has  the s tudy of  a lchemy as  i t s  roots .  Alchemis t s  were among 

the firs t  to develop s t r ic t  exper imentat ion processes  and laboratory techniques .  Robert  

Boyle,  of ten credi ted with being the fa ther  of  modern chemis t ry ,  began exper iment ing as  

an a lchemis t .

Despi te  the exci t ing and extraordinary development of  ideas  throughout the hi s tory of  

chemis t ry ,  cer ta in things  have remained unchanged.  Observat ions  remain es sent ia l  a t  the 

very core of  chemis t ry ,  and thi s  somet imes requires  deci s ions  about what  to look for .  The 

sc ient ific processes  carr ied out  by the most  eminent sc ient i s t s  in the pas t  are the same ones  

fo l lowed by working chemis t s  today and,  crucia l ly ,  are a l so acces s ib le  to s tudents  in 

schools .  The body of  sc ient ific knowledge has  grown in s ize and complexi ty ,  and the tool s  

and ski l l s  of  theoret ica l  and exper imenta l  chemis t ry have become so specia l i sed,  that  i t  i s  

difficult  ( i f  not  imposs ib le)  to be highly proficient  in both areas .  Whi le  s tudents  should be 

aware of  thi s ,  they should a l so know that  the f ree and rapid interplay of  theoret ica l  ideas  

and exper imenta l  resul t s  in the publ ic  sc ient ific l i tera ture mainta ins  the crucia l  l ink 

between these fields .
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The Diploma Programme Chemistry course inc ludes  the es sent ia l  pr incip les  of  the subject  

but a l so,  through se lect ion of  an opt ion,  a l lows teachers  some flexibi l i ty  to ta i lor  the 

course to meet  the needs  of  their  s tudents .  The course i s  ava i lab le  a t  both Standard Level  

(SL)  and Higher Level  (HL),  and therefore accommodates  s tudents  who wish to s tudy 

chemis t ry as  their  major subject  in higher educat ion and those who do not .  The Diploma 

Programme Chemistry course a l lows s tudents  to develop t radi t ional  pract ica l  sk i l l s  and 

techniques  and to increase fac i l i ty  in the use of  mathemat ics ,  which i s  the language of  

sc ience.  I t  a l so a l lows s tudents  to develop interpersonal  sk i l l s ,  and digi ta l  technology ski l l s ,  

which are es sent ia l  in 21st  century sc ient ific endeavour and are important  l i fe-enhancing,  

t rans ferable  ski l l s  in their  own r ight .

The interna l  a s ses sment i s  an individual  inves t igat ion and wi l l  be as ses sed on the fo l lowing 

cr i ter ia :  engagement,  explorat ion,  ana lys i s ,  eva luat ion and communicat ion.

THE COURSE

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

HL - minimum of grade 7 at IGCSE; SL - minimum of grade 6 
at IGCSE in both Chemistry and Mathematics

Higher and Standard Level are available.
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PHYSICS

Phys ics  i s  a  subject  of  enormous breadth.  In Phys ics ,  s tudents  wi l l  seek explanat ions  to the 

universe i t se l f  -  a  s tudy that  wi l l  take you f rom the very smal les t  par t ic les  to the vas t  

d i s tances  between ga laxies .  I t  g ives  bas ic  explanat ions  of  how s tar s  evolve,  how planets  

move,  and the wave-part ic le  dual  nature of  subatomic part ic les .  Phys ics  enables  us  to a l ter  

our surroundings  – to bui ld br idges ,  l aunch sa te l l i te s  and make del icate  ins t ruments  for  

microsurgery.  I t  has  g iven us  the internet  and advances  in sport s  equipment and medica l  

imaging.  I t  may a l so provide the answers  to the big i s sues  fac ing the world in the 21st  

century,  such as  the shortage of  world energy resources  and c l imate change.

Human hi s tory can be shown through the di scover ies  and development of  ideas  in Phys ics ;  

f rom Ari s tot le ,  Gal i leo and Newton to Rutherford and Eins te in.  At the t ime some of  these 

ideas  seemed extraordinary but  soon became accepted.  For example,  Newton’s  law of  

universa l  gravi ta t ion descr ibes  and predict s  the motion of  heavenly bodies  but  was  

developed further  by Eins te in’ s  theory of  re la t iv i ty .

Phys ics  can be descr ibed as  having two aspect s .  Fir s t ,  i t  i s  a  body of  informat ion conta ining 

the rules  that  govern the universe we l ive in and helps  us  apprecia te  our surroundings .  

Secondly,  Phys ics  provides  the tool s  for  the many human act iv i t ie s  – of  engineers ,  

a s t ronomers ,  sof tware des igners  and medica l  researchers  – that  a l low us  to a l ter  and 

construct  the mater ia l  world to sui t  our needs  and to pursue our wish to di scover the 

unknown.

The course i s  sp l i t  into 5 themes:  Space,  Time and Motion;  The Part icula te  Nature of  

Matter ;  Wave Behaviour;  Fie lds ;  Nuclear  and Quantum Phys ics .  Each theme conta ins  both 

Standard Level  and Higher Level  content .  Students  wi l l  a l so complete a  Scient ific 

Inves t igat ion.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

IB Phys ics  i s  a  very cha l lenging subject .  Students  must  be prepared to s tudy hard and need 

a l so to be competent  mathemat ic ians .  To s tudy Higher Level  Phys ics ,  i t  i s  recommended 

that  pupi l s  achieve a  minimum of  a  grade 7 a t  IGCSE Phys ics  ( t r ip le  Science)  and 

Mathemat ics .

THE COURSE

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL ARE AVAILABLE. STUDENTS WISHING 
TO APPLY FOR STANDARD LEVEL PHYSICS SHOULD ACHIEVE A 
MINIMUM OF A GRADE 6 AT IGCSE. PHYSICS/SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS.

HL - MINIMUM OF GRADE 7 AT IGCSE; SL - MINIMUM OF GRADE 6 AT IGCSE.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Design Technology provides  opportuni t ies  to learn to adapt  to new exper iences  and to 

approach problems with the appropria te  ski l l s  and techniques  to ident i fy  the important  

elements  with the a im of  finding the bes t  so lut ion.  The des ign cycle ,  s tar t ing with a  

s ignificant  problem then researching and des igning a  so lut ion,  i s  a t  the core of  the course 

and wi l l  be used by the s tudents  in both pract ica l  and theoret ica l  work.  Des ign Technology 

a l lows you to apply a l l  of  the theory learnt  in sc ience and maths  to rea l  l i fe  s i tuat ions .

The course combines  technologica l  theory with a  s ignificant  amount of  des ign-based 

pract ica l  work.  Theoret ica l  topics  inc lude the s tudy of  mater ia l s ,  product ion processes ,  

human factors ,  model l ing,  energy sources ,  the role  of  the des igner and the impact  of  

technology upon the environment.  Students  wi l l  get  to des ign and make products  us ing 

up-to-date manufactur ing processes  such as  la ser  cut t ing CNC rout ing and 3D pr int ing.

The Higher Level  course inc ludes  a  wider range of  theoret ica l  topics  and concentrates  

more on how a product  would be produced in industry and sold.  Students ’  coursework wi l l  

inc lude a  “major project” where an area of  par t icular  interes t  to the individual  can be 

s tudied in some depth.  They wi l l  a l so be ta sked with complet ing a  ser ies  of  Interna l  

Asses sments  where s tudents  research and eva luate different  areas  and products .

THE COURSE

No previous knowledge in des ign or technology i s  necessary,  however i t  would be of  

benefit i f  you have s tudied the subject  a t  iGCSE level  or  equiva lent .

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

LEVELS
AVAILABLE:

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS:

Higher and Standard Level are available.

HL - minimum of grade 7 at IGCSE; SL - minimum of grade 6 at IGCSE.
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SPORTS EXERCISE & HEALTH SCIENCE

This  i s  an exci t ing and chal lenging course which introduces  s tudents  to the many different  

facet s  of  sport s  sc ience,  prepar ing s tudents  for  future careers  in the sport ing fields  of  

exerc i se  phys io logi s t ,  hea l th promotion specia l i s t ,  fitness  ins t ructor ,  sport s  coach and 

Phys ica l  Educat ion teacher ,  whi le  compl iment ing other careers  such as  medic ine and 

phys iotherapy.  The tradi t ional  sc ient ific components  of  Sport ,  Exerci se  and Heal th are 

s tudied,  such as  anatomy and phys io logy,  biomechanics ,  psychology and nutr i t ion.  The 

Diploma Programme course involves  s tudying the impact  these e lements  make on phys ica l  

per formance and genera l  wel l-being.  Al though the course does  not  incorporate as ses s ing 

pract ica l  abi l i ty  in sport ,  i t  does  provide the opportuni ty to apply these pr incip les  through 

both a  pract ica l  and theoret ica l  perspect ive.

Students  are provided with the opportuni ty to inves t igate topics  of  interes t  and cons ider  

the factors  that  promote sport ing excel lence and hea l thy l iv ing within the core and 

opt ional  topics .  For example,  does  the length of  the femur corre la te  to how high a  sport s  

person can jump? I f  so,  should a l l  h igh jumpers  be ta l l ?  What i s  the opt imum height  for  a  

basketba l l  p layer?

THE COURSE

Students  wi l l  cover a l l  s ix  core subject  areas  and two of  the opt ional  topics ,  a longs ide 

carrying out  pract ica l  inves t igat ions  in both the laboratory and field set t ings .  This  wi l l  

provide an opportuni ty to acquire the knowledge and unders tanding necessary to apply 

sc ient ific pr incip les  and cr i t ica l ly  ana lyse human per formance with the use of  v ideo 

technology.

CORE (SIX COMPULSORY TOPICS)

• Anatomy

• Exerci se  Phys io logy

• Movement Analys i s

• Energy sys tems

• Measurement and Evaluat ion of  Human Performance

• Study of  Ski l l  in Sport

OPTIONS (TWO FROM FOUR OPTIONS)

• Optimis ing Phys io logica l  Per formance.

• Psychology of  Sport

• Phys ica l  Act iv i ty and Heal th

• Nutr i t ion for  Sport ,  Exerci se  and Heal th
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COMPUTER SCIENCE

The a im of  Computer  Science i s  to provide s tudents  with the opportuni t ies  in applying 

thinking ski l l s  cr i t ica l ly  to ident i fy  and resolve complex problems.  Computer  Science a ims 

to develop ski l l s  necessary to use technology to become independent learners  and to 

unders tand i t s  impact  on society .

The IB Computer  Science course requires  an unders tanding of  the fundamenta l  concepts  of  

computat ional  thinking as  wel l  a s  knowledge of  how computers  and other dig i ta l  devices  

operate .  The course ,  underpinned by conceptua l  thinking,  draws on a  wide spectrum of  

knowledge,  and enables  and empowers  innovat ion,  explorat ion and the acquis i t ion of  

fur ther  knowledge.  Students  s tudy how computer  sc ience interact s  with and influences  

cul tures ,  society and how individual s  and societ ies  behave,  and the ethica l  i s sues  involved.  

During the course ,  the s tudent  wi l l  develop computat ional  so lut ions .

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE ARE TO

• Provide opportuni t ies  for  s tudy and creat iv i ty within a  g lobal  context  that  wi l l  

s t imulate and chal lenge s tudents  developing the ski l l s  necessary for  independent and 

l i fe long learning.

• Provide a  body of  knowledge,  methods and techniques  that  character ize computer  

sc ience.

• Enable s tudents  to apply and use a  body of  knowledge,  methods and techniques  that  

character ize computer  sc ience.

• Demonstra te  ini t ia t ive in applying thinking ski l l s  cr i t ica l ly  to ident i fy  and resolve 

complex problems.

• Engender an awareness  of  the need for ,  and the va lue of ,  effect ive col laborat ion and 

communicat ion in resolving complex problems.

• Develop logica l  and cr i t ica l  thinking as  wel l  a s  exper imenta l ,  inves t igat ive and 

problemsolving ski l l s .

• Develop and apply the s tudents ’  informat ion and communicat ion technology ski l l s  in 

the s tudy of  computer  sc ience to communicate informat ion confident ly and effect ive ly .

• Encourage an unders tanding of  the re la t ionships  between sc ient ific di sc ip l ines  and the 

overarching nature of  the sc ient ific method.

RECOMMENDED PRIOR 
LEARNING FOR ALL 3 SUBJECTS:

IGCSE PE (6);  IGCSE BIOLOGY (6);  IGCSE PHYSICS (6)

LEVELS AVAILABLE: HIGHER AND STANDARD LEVEL ARE AVAILABLE.
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ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

40%

20%

20%

Three written papers

Paper 1 is an examination paper consisting of two 
compulsory sections. 

Paper 2 is an examination paper l inked to the option 
studied. The paper consists of between three and seven 
compulsory questions. The SL/HL core questions are 
common and worth 45 marks, HL extension is worth 
20 marks. (65 marks).

Paper 3 is an examination paper of 1 hour consisting 
of four compulsory questions based on a pre-seen 
case study. (30 marks)

20% Project: The development of a computational
solution (2000 word limit).

Section A (30 minutes approximately) consists of 
several compulsory short answer questions. 
The maximum mark for this section is 25.

Section B (100 minutes approximately) consists of 
five compulsory structured questions. 
The maximum mark for this section is 75.

ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL ASSESSMENT

LEVELS AVAILABLE

40%

25%

30%

Two written papers

Paper 1 is an examination paper consisting of 
two compulsory sections. 

Paper 2 is an examination paper l inked to the option 
studied. The paper consists of between two and five 
compulsory questions.

Project: The development of a computational solution. 
(2000 word limit)

Section A (30 minutes approximately) consists of 
several compulsory short answer questions. 
The maximum mark for this section is 25.

Section B (60 minutes approximately) consists of 
three compulsory structured questions. The maximum 
mark for this section is 45. 

Higher and Standard Level are available.
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GROUP 4 PROJECT

This  usua l ly  takes  p lace in the third term of  IB1.  I t  i s  a  compulsory requirement of  the Group 4 

subject s  and s tudents  col laborate on a  project  conduct ing pract ica l  work and sometimes opt ing 

for  a  s i te  v i s i t .  The Group 4 Project  contr ibutes  10 hours  to the pract ica l  requirement .  Students  

s tudying more than one Group 4 subject  need only complete i t  once.  This  i s  not  formal ly  

as ses sed;  however ,  s tudents  are required to wri te  a  reflect ive s ta tement highl ight ing s t rengths  

and areas  for  improvement.

The Group 4 project  i s  a  col laborat ive act iv i ty where s tudents  f rom different  Group 4 subject s ,  

within or  between schools ,  work together .  I t  a l lows for  concepts  and percept ions  f rom across  

d i sc ip l ines  to be shared whi le  apprecia t ing the environmenta l ,  socia l  and ethica l  impl icat ions  of  

sc ience and technology.  I t  can be pract ica l ly  or  theoret ica l ly  based and a ims to develop an 

unders tanding of  the re la t ionships  between sc ient ific di sc ip l ines  and their  influence on other 

areas .  The emphas i s  i s  on interdi sc ip l inary cooperat ion and the sc ient ific processes .

Environmenta l  sys tems and societ ies  (ESS) i s  an interdi sc ip l inary course offered only a t  s tandard 

level  (SL) .  This  course can fu lfil  e i ther  the individual s  and societ ies  or  the sc iences  

requirement .  Al ternat ive ly ,  thi s  course enables  s tudents  to sa t i s fy  the requirements  of  both 

subject s  groups s imultaneous ly whi le  s tudying one course .  ESS i s  firmly grounded in both a  

sc ient ific explorat ion of  environmenta l  sys tems in their  s t ructure and funct ion,  and in the 

explorat ion of  cul tura l ,  economic,  ethica l ,  pol i t ica l  and socia l  interact ions  of  societ ies  with the 

environment.

As a  resul t  of  s tudying thi s  course ,  s tudents  wi l l  become equipped with the abi l i ty  to recognize 

and eva luate the impact  of  our complex sys tem of  societ ies  on the natura l  world.  The 

interdi sc ip l inary nature of  the DP course requires  a  broad ski l l  se t  f rom s tudents ,  inc luding the 

abi l i ty  to per form research and inves t igat ions ,  par t ic ipat ion in phi losophica l  d i scuss ion and 

problem-solving.  The course requires  a  sys tems approach to environmenta l  unders tanding and 

promotes  hol i s t ic  thinking about environmenta l  i s sues .  Teachers  expl ic i t ly  teach thinking and 

research ski l l s  such as  comprehens ion,  text  ana lys i s ,  knowledge t rans fer  and use of  pr imary 

sources .  They encourage s tudents  to develop solut ions  a t  the personal ,  community and g lobal  

level s .
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THE COURSE

The a ims of  the DP environmenta l  sys tems and societ ies  course are to enable s tudents  to:

• Acquire the knowledge and unders tandings  of  environmenta l  sys tems and i s sues  a t  a  

var iety of  sca les .

• Apply the knowledge,  methodologies  and ski l l s  to ana lyse environmenta l  sys tems and 

i s sues  a t  a  var iety of  sca les .

• Apprecia te  the dynamic interconnectedness  between environmenta l  sys tems and 

societ ies .

• Value the combinat ion of  personal ,  loca l  and g lobal  perspect ives  in making informed 

deci s ions  and taking respons ib le  act ions  on environmenta l  i s sues .

• Be cr i t ica l ly  aware that  resources  are fini te ,  that  these could be inequitably di s t r ibuted 

and exploi ted,  and that  management of  these inequit ies  i s  the key to sus ta inabi l i ty .

• Develop awareness  of  the divers i ty  of  environmenta l  va lue sys tems.

• Develop cr i t ica l  awareness  that  environmenta l  problems are caused and solved by 

deci s ions  made by individual s  and societ ies  that  are based on different  areas  of  

knowledge.

• Engage with the controvers ies  that  surround a var iety of  environmenta l  i s sues .

• Create innovat ive so lut ions  to environmenta l  i s sues  by engaging act ive ly in loca l  and 

g lobal  context .

ASSESSMENT: STANDARD LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT

PAPER 1 

3 Hours
75% of grade

Case study (One hour paper).25%

PAPER 2 Short answers and structured 
essays (Two hour paper).

50%

INTERNAL 
INVESTIGATION

Individual investigation Written report of a 
research question designed and implemented 
by the student of 2250 words.

25%
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PAPER 1 
NON-CALCULATOR

STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

90 minutes – 40%

Section A: Short
response questions

Section B: Extended 
response 80 marks

120 minutes – 30%

Section A: Short 
response questions

Section B: Extended 
response110 marks

PAPER 2
CALCULATOR

90 minutes – 40%

Section A: Short 
response questions

Section B: Extended
response 80 marks

120 minutes – 30%

Section A: Short 
response questions
Section B: Extended 
response 110 marks

PAPER 3
( HIGHER LEVEL ONLY )

N/A 60 minutes – 20%
2 investigation questions
55 marks

CONTENT

PART 1:  THEMES

• Foundat ions  of  environmenta l  sys tems and societ ies .

• Ecosys tems and ecology.

• Biodivers i ty  and conservat ion.

• Water  and aquat ic  food product ion sys tems and societ ies .

• Soi l  sys tems and terres t r ia l  food product ion sys tems and societ ies .

• Atmospher ic  sys tems and societ ies .

• Cl imate change and energy product ion.

• Human sys tems and resource use .

PART 2:

• Pract ica l  scheme of  work (30 hours )

• Pract ica l  act iv i t ie s  20 hours

• Individual  inves t igat ion 10 hours

LEVELS AVAILABLE:

RECOMMENDED PRIOR 
LEARNING SUBJECTS:

Standard Level is available.

Biology and Geography.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Minimum of grade 6 at IGCSE in geography, biology or both.
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GROUP 5: MATHEMATICS

Students  who s tudy the dip loma program wi l l  have to choose a  subject  in Mathemat ics .  

In recent  years  the IB have made dras t ic  changes  to s t ructure of  the mathemat ics  courses  

they offer with the focus  being on more s tudents  being able to take Higher Level  

Mathemat ics .

The two subject s  offered as  par t  of  the dip loma program are Analys i s  & Approaches ,  and 

Appl icat ions  & Interpreta t ions .  These courses  cover ing varying part s  of  mathemat ics ,  but  

each course i s  broken down into five main areas :

• Number and Algebra

• Funct ions

• Geometry and Trigonometry

• Stat i s t ic s  and Probabi l i ty

• Calculus

Both subject s  require the use of  a  graphica l  ca lcula tor  to be success fu l  in their  s tudies .  

Here a t  Repton,  we recommend the use of  the Cas io FX-CG50 as  these are the ca lcula tors  

the IB recommend, and our s taff are t ra ined on how to use them effect ive ly for  s tudents  to 

be success fu l  in their  s tudies .
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Interna l  Asses sment 20% Fina l  Grade

Al l  s tudents  who s tudy Mathemat ics ,  must  wri te  an explorat ion.  This  p iece of  work i s  worth 20% 

of their  final  grade and wi l l  require them to apply an area of  the sy l labus  to a  problem or 

quest ion they are interes ted in.

I t  wi l l  take the s tudents  roughly 20 hours  to complete ,  and t ime wi l l  be spent  dur ing the course 

teaching s tudents  the ski l l s  and techniques  needed to complete thi s  effect ive ly .

STANDARD  LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT 80% FINAL GRADE

PAPER 1
NON-CALCULATOR

90 minutes – 40%
Section A: 
Short response
questions

Section B: 
Extended response
80 marks

120 minutes – 30%
Section A: 
Short response
questions

Section B:
Extended response
110 marks

LEVELS AVAILABLE:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: For SL = IGCSE 6. For HL = IGCSE 8.

Higher and Standard Level are available.

We offer both s tandard level  and higher- level  courses  each cover 90 hours  of  the same 

mater ia l  with the higher- level  s tudents  deepening their  knowledge and unders tanding of  the 

topics  s tudied in s tandard level  c la s ses .

As par t  of  thi s  subject  s tudents  wi l l  learn to recognise pat terns ,  be able  to expla in proofs  and 

analyse different  methods of  so lv ing problems with l inks  created to the rea l-world as  wel l .

This  subject  i s  a imed at  s tudents  who have an affinity with pure mathemat ics ,  inc luding 

having a  good unders tanding of  a lgebra ic  manipulat ion.  Students  who s tudy Analys i s  and 

Approaches  with the intent ion of  s tudying mathemat ics ,  engineer ing or medic ine at  

univers i ty .

MATHEMATICS: ANALYSIS AND APPROACHES
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENT 20% FINAL GRADE

All  s tudents  who s tudy Mathemat ics ,  must  wri te  an explorat ion.  This  p iece of  work i s  worth 

20% of  their  final  grade and wi l l  require them to apply an area of  the sy l labus  to a  problem or 

quest ion they are interes ted in.

I t  wi l l  take the s tudents  roughly 20 hours  to complete ,  and t ime wi l l  be spent  dur ing the course 

teaching s tudents  the ski l l s  and techniques  needed to complete thi s  effect ive ly .

*Please consul t  the school  Careers  and Higher Educat ion Advisor  before se lect ing thi s  course as  

i t  i sn ’ t  fu l ly  internat ional ly  recognised such as  in Canada.

PAPER 1 
SHORT RESPONSE

STANDARD LEVEL HIGHER LEVEL

90 minutes – 40%

Calculator allowed
80 marks

120 minutes – 30%

Calculator allowed
110 mark

90 minutes – 40%

Calculator allowed
80 marks

120 minutes – 30%

Calculator allowed
110 mark

PAPER 2
EXTENDED RESPONSE

PAPER 3
( HIGHER LEVEL ONLY ) N/A

60 minutes – 20%
2 investigation questions
55 marks

LEVELS AVAILABLE:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: For SL = IGCSE 6. For HL = IGCSE 7.

Higher and Standard Level are available.

MATHEMATICS: APPLICATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS

This  subject  i s  a imed at  s tudents  who want the answer to the quest ion “when wi l l  we use 

mathemat ics  in rea l- l i fe?”.  Students  who want to s tudy more appl ied subject s  a t  univers i ty  

such as  account ing,  psychology,  socia l  s tudies ,  and sport ’ s  sc ience.
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MUSIC

The course a ims to give s tudents  the opportuni ty to explore the divers i ty  of  music  

throughout the world.  I t  wi l l  encourage s tudents  to develop perceptua l  sk i l l s  through a 

breadth of  musica l  exper iences  in which s tudents  learn to recognise ,  ana lyse ,  ident i fy ,  

d i scr iminate and hypothes i se  in re la t ion to music .

The course wi l l  enable s tudents  to develop creat ive ly their  knowledge,  abi l i t ie s  and 

unders tanding through per formance and composi t ion.  Students  wi l l  a l so be as s i s ted to 

develop their  potent ia l  a s  music ians ,  both personal ly  and col laborat ive ly ,  to the fu l l .

THE COURSE

GROUP 6: ARTS AND ELECTIVES

In thi s  group you can s tudy one of  the fo l lowing subject s  or  another subject  f rom Groups 2,  3 

or  4,  subject  to t imetabl ing constra int s .

ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

EXTERNAL
ASSESSMENT

30%

30%40%

20%

SL HL

EXPLORING MUSIC IN CONTEXT

Students select samples of their work for a portfolio 
submission. Students submit:
 
a) Written work demonstrating engagement with, 
     and understanding of,  diverse musical material
b) Practical exercises in creating and performing
    Presenting music

PRESENTING MUSIC 

Students submit a collection of works demonstrating
engagement with diverse musical material from four 
areas of inquiry. The submission contains:

a) Programme notes
b) Presenting as a creator: 
    composition and/or improvisation
c) Presenting as a performer: solo and/ or ensemble
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INTERNAL 
ASSESSMENT

30%

30%

20% EXPERIMENTING WITH MUSIC

Students submit an experimentation report with 
evidence of their musical processes in creating and 
performing in two areas of inquiry in a local and/ or 
global context. The report provides a rationale and 
commentary for each process. Students submit:

a) A written experimentation report that supports 
the experimentation
b) Practical musical evidence of the experimentation 
process in creating and performing

THE CONTEMPORARY MUSIC-MAKER (HL ONLY)
Students submit a continuous multimedia presentation 
documenting their real-l ife project which evidences:

a) The project proposal
b) The process and evaluation
c) The realized project, or curated selections of it .

ASSESSMENT: HIGHER LEVEL

SL HL

Candidates  are required to have some exper ience in ins t rumenta l  music  and are required to 

p lay a  musica l  ins t rument to a  minimum of  grade 4 (externa l  musica l  awarding body 

ABRSM). Candidates  are a l so required to have a  minimum of  grade 3 in music  theory 

(externa l  musica l  awarding body ABRSM).

*If  s tudents  are unsure about what  these grades  s tand for ,  they should ask for  further  

clar ificat ion.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

LEVELS AVAILABLE Higher and Standard Level are available.
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THEATRE STUDIES

Theatre i s  a  dynamic,  col laborat ive and l ive ar t  form. I t  i s  a  pract ica l  subject  that  encourages  

di scovery through exper imentat ion,  the taking of  r i sks  and the presentat ion of  ideas  to others .  

Students  wi l l  develop their  act ing ski l l s  through a var iety of  improvisa t ional  exerc i ses  des igned 

to develop their  imaginat ive emotional  response to dramat ic  s i tuat ions  and their  phys ica l  

embodiment of  character .  Theatre i s  an exci t ing,  cha l lenging journey of  se l f-di scovery for  

s tudents ,  enabl ing them to grow in se l f-confidence and emotional  expres s ion as  wel l  a s  

developing an unders tanding of  themselves ,  their  society and their  world.

The course conta ins  Pract ica l  and Theoret ica l  e lements :

• Pract ica l  a s ses sments  cons i s t  of  creat ing and per forming a  Solo Per formance—a ful ly  

rea l ized piece of  theatre with per formance and product ion e lements .  Al so,  s tudents  wi l l  

par t ic ipate in the Col laborat ive Project—a devi sed per formance bui l t  on the creat ive 

process  of  a  g iven theatre company.

• The theoret ica l  components  lead to creat ive research into var ious  forms of  theatre in 

cul tures  worldwide.  Students  wi l l  explore and di scover director ia l  ar t i s t ic  v i s ions  and 

intended ar t i s t ic  impacts  on a  g iven audience.

A port fo l io i s  kept  by pupi l s  throughout the course .  This  i s  centra l  in t racking a  personal  

eva luat ive journey as  a  developing theatr ica l  pract i t ioner .

THE COURSE
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ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT TASK

EXTERNAL 
ASSESSMENT

INTERNAL 
ASSESSMENT

35%

20%35%

25%35%

Solo Theatre Piece
- Higher level only
- Solo performance of between 4 and 8 minutes
- 3000 word report

Directors Notebook
- Explore an unknown play text
- Create a director’s notebook 
  (20 pages maximum) which includes the student’s 
   presentation of their final directorial intentions and 
   the intended impact of these on an audience

Research Presentation
- Plan and deliver a presentation to their 
  peers (maximum 15 minutes) based on a theatre
  tradition they have not previously studied
- Submit an unedited video
- Provide a l ist of all  sources cited

Collaborative Project
- Students at higher and standard level work
  together to create and present an original piece of
  theatre (13-15 minutes in length) created from a
  starting point of their choice.

- A process portfolio (maximum of 15 pages).

SL HL

Complet ion of  an introductory course in theatre i s  des i rable ,  such as  the IGCSE Drama 

course ,  though thi s  i s  not  mandatory.  Students  without previous exper ience should speak 

to the Head of  Department for  fur ther  informat ion.

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

LEVELS AVAILABLE Higher and Standard Level are available.
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VISUAL ARTS

This  course i s  organi sed in such a  way that  i t  combines  the development of  technica l  and 

pract ica l  sk i l l s  with inte l lectua l  and conceptua l  unders tanding.  I t  a l lows s tudents  the 

opportuni ty to expres s  their  ideas  in a  wide var iety of  media  and explore themes and ideas  that  

are whol ly led by the s tudents .  The course has  three components  through which i t  encourages  

s tudents  to explore their  aes thet ic ,  imaginat ive and creat ive facul t ie s  and t ra ins  them to become 

ar t i s t s ,  cr i t ic s  and communicators .

TASK 1

TASK 2

20%20%

40%40%

Comparative Study

Students analyse and compare different artworks 
by different artists.  This independent critical and 
contextual investigation explores artworks, objects 
and artifacts from differing cultural contexts.

SL: compare at least 3 different artworks, by at least 
2 different artists,  with commentary over 10–15 pages.

HL: As SL plus a reflection on the extent to which their 
work and practices have been influenced by any of 
the art/artists examined (3–5 pages).

Process Portfolio

The students’ journey of artmaking is stressed; their
engagement with different media and techniques,
documentation of process, reflections on artists and
artworks and the development of ideas. 
Students submit carefully selected materials which
evidence their experimentation, exploration,
manipulation and refinement of a variety of visual arts
activities during the two-year course.

SL: 9–18 pages. The submitted work should be in at least
two different artmaking forms.

HL: 13–25 pages. The submitted work should be in at
least three different art-making forms.

THE COURSE

SLEXTERNAL ASSESSMENT TASK HL
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TASK 3

40%40%The Exhibition (with a written rationale)

Students submit for assessment a selection of 
resolved artworks from their exhibition. The selected 
pieces should show evidence of their technical 
accomplishment during the visual arts course and an 
understanding of the use of materials,  ideas and 
practices appropriate to visual communication.

SL: 4–7 pieces with exhibition text for each. 
A curatorial rationale (400 words maximum).

HL: 8–11 pieces with exhibition text for each.
A curatorial rationale (700 words maximum).

SL HLEXTERNAL ASSESSMENT TASK

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE

Students  must  have s tudied vi sua l  ar t s  before and obta ined a  grade 6 or  above in IGCSE

or an equiva lent  course .

LEVELS AVAILABLE Higher and Standard Level are available.
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